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ANGER IS SHORT MADNESS

While deploring the sad happenings in the N.W.F.P., how-
ever, Gandhiji impressed on the audience in his post-prayer
address that anger was not going to lead them anywhere. Anger
bred revenge and the spirit of revenge was today responsible
for all the horrible happenings there and elsewhere. What
good will it do the Muslims to avenge the happenings in Delhi or
for the Sikhs and the Hindus to avenge cruelties on their co-
religionists in the Frontier and West Punjab ? If a man or a
group of men went,mad, should everyone follow suit ? Gandhiji
warned the Hindus and the Sikhs that by killing and loot and
arson they were destroying their own religions. He claimed
to be a student of religion and he knew that no religion taught
madness. Islam was no exception. He implored them all to
stop their insane actions at once. Let not future generations
say that you lost the sweet bread of freedom because you could
not digest it. Remember that unless you stop this madness the
name of India will be mud in the eyes of the world,

Harijan, 21-9-1947
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